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e There seems little we can do directly about the divided world. Perhaps we can 
do something about our divided church. . . .Will you make a broken church your per- 
sonal concern that it may be whole again? 


e Strange, isn’t it, in a nation now united, the church we love best is still divided? In 
spite of all the bitter debate and bloodshed of the past no one would argue for a di- 
vided America. . . . Why should the nation be one and our church still divided? 


e In the last 30 years | have seen the cause of Presbyterian reunion become of great 
interest to the three churches. It is a part of a world-wide discovery of the nature of 
Christ’s church. | have witnessed many men change their minds and become friends 
of reunion. | have witnessed a U. S. General Assembly stand on its feet and cheer 
for the coming of the day. The foes of reunion confess that they can only hope to 
delay reunion as long as possible. . . . Every effort to postpone so far has been a vic- 


tory to continue the status quo of division... . In the long years of division we have 
never once voted. 


e A little over one-fourth of the presbyteries of one church can hold the majority 
of three churches back. This one-fourth minority could be had by close votes in pres- 
byteries with few churches. It is possible for fewer than 500 presbyters to defeat the 
reunion of 3,500,000 Presbyterians. One may complain of minority control and feel 
that it should be corrected, but this is the present law of the churches. 


e Good men have grown weary in well doing, in working for reunion, and the leth- 
argy of the unconcerned is surely hard to bear. . . . | have the feeling however, that 
another day has dawned in the church. | do not believe that our churches will for- 
ever procrastinate. A majority in all three of the churches desires reunion. A gen- 
erous spirit of fairness on the part of the minority some day will see this and accept 
the majority’s will. . . . However, if we vote and fail at first, let us not for one moment 


cease our efforts toward reunion. Some day ina final vote . . . our family of Christ’s 
flock will be one. 


excerpts from 


What Keeps Presbyterians Apart? 


By Harrison Ray Anderson 
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Wants C. H. Affair Brought into the Open 





Watt Cooper Testifies 
To Tuk OUTLOOK: 

Since the affair at Chapel Hill has gone 
beyond the bounds of Orange Presbytery 
and is now a synod-wide problem it is 
fitting that some of us in other parts of 
the synod speak up and say what is on 
our minds. It is with a heavy heart that 
I have followed the activities of the com- 
mission which has culminated in the dis- 
missal of the pastor, and now the officers, 
of the Chapel Hill Church. 

For three years, 1933-36, I was student 
pastor of that church. During one of 
those years I supplied the pulpit while 
the congregation was seeking a pastor. 
A few years before that I was a student 
in the University, graduating in the class 
of 1926. 

I must admit to a certain bias in my 
thinking in this matter because this 
church, together with the one in my home 
town of Graham, were the two most in- 
fluential religious institutions in my life. 
What I say is in no way intended as a 
reflection upon the members of the com- 
mission, as I am sure that they have acted 
in accordance with their best judgment 
and with utmost sincerity. I simply do 
not agree with their action in dismissing 
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the minister and officers without a more 
adequate hearing and a clearer presenta- 
tion of their side of the case. 

I do not know too much about the deep- 
er underlying causes of the current dif- 
ficulty. Whether they be sociological, eco- 
nomic, political or theological, I am not 
certain. I have met Charlie Jones on 
three or four occasions but I am not in- 
timately acquainted with him or with his 
theological views. I must say that I have 
admired his courage, also his outstand- 
ing success with the students at the uni- 
versity, but for the most part what I 
know about recent developments has been 
secondhand information. But I do know 
many of the men who are supporting him. 
They were officers in the church there 
when I was student pastor. I know them 
to be men of integrity and fine Christian 
character. I do not believe that they 
would support, over a period of twelve 
years, one whose preaching and personal 
counselling is detrimental to the religious 
faith of the students or to the best in- 
terest of the church. 

It is my sincere belief that real diffi- 
culty lies in the fact that the Chapel Hill 
Presbyterian Church has long been the 
religious center of a great liberal univer- 
sity. This wes true in the days of “Par- 
son” Moss, and, I believe, is still true in 
these recent years. The liberal traditions 
of the University are inseparately linked 
with the life of our church there. A 
Presbyterian church in Chapel Hill that 
ministers effectively to students will never 
be like a church in a typical North Caro- 
lina town or city. I speak with a con- 
siderable amount of gratitude when I 
recall the atmosphere of freedom with 
which we discussed religious matters in 
the student forums led by “Parson” Moss. 
The University has always stressed the 
importance of freedom in the pursuit of 
truth and the church there has strongly 
supported the University in this matter. 
I do not believe that this freedom has 
permanently injured anyone. It has often 
been upsetting. I was upset many times 
in my student days. But there was some- 
thing about the Christian faith of the 
pastor of the Chapel Hill church that al- 
ways set me upon my feet again. “Par- 
son” Moss kindled a flame within me that 
has never gone out. 

I believe that we Presbyterians would 
do well to recognize the difficult and, to 
some extent, unique position in which the 
Chapel Hill church finds itself. This sit- 
uation calls for tolerance. We are not 
going to have much success if we try to 
bring a “big name” preacher to this 
church and expect him to conduct the 
same of program and preach the same 
type of sermons that might appeal to a 
comfortable suburban congregation. The 
empty pews would speak with eloquence. 

An effective preacher in Chapel Hill 
must have freedom. Do not misunder- 
stand me. I do not mean that he should 
be a ‘free lance.’ If he is an ordained 
Presbyterian minister he will naturally 
accept the Presbyterian standards. But 
we must give him freedom to preach 
within those standards. We ought to 
bring to a halt the whispering campaign 
about “that terrible situation at Chapel 
Hill.” 

This affair has gone too far now to be 
passed over by the majority of Presby- 


terians in North Carolina. Too many 
questions have been raised and too many 
of them have gone unanswered. If there 
is something wrong at Chapel Hill let’s 
get it out into the open. That’s the Pres- 
byterian way. If there are accusers let 
them stand up in the proper court and 
give a bill of particulars. If there are 
no accusers then let’s close this thing and 
try to undo the wrong that has been done. 

It is a sad and heart-sickening experience 
for those of us who love our church to 
see this tragic condition existing in the 
one place where the Christian witness is 
so desperately needed. 

Watt M. Cooper. 

Charlotte, N. C. 


Central Session, K. C., Mo. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

At the regular meeting of the Session 
of Central Presbyterian Church on March 
11 a motion was introduced that the Ses- 
sion of this church go on record as being 
in favor of reunion with the Presbyterian 
Church USA, and that notice of this ac- 
tion be sent to THr OvuTtook for inclusion 
among the names of those who favor this 
course. The motion was immediately 
seconded, and unanimously passed. I was 
requested to notify THe OUTLOOK of this 
action. 

With warm good wishes for the con- 
tinued success of your fine paper. ... 

W. E. PHIFER, Jr. 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Agrees With Miller 


To Tuk OUTLOOK: 

I have just completed an exegesis from 
the Epistle of Second Peter which gave 
me additional insight on a particular ques- 
tion which appeared in your series of ar- 
ticles: ‘“‘The Scholars Look at the RSV.” 
(OvTLook, Feb. 2, 9, 16, 23.) 

The question appeared in the February 
16th issue: “Dr. Miller, the charge is 
made that the Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible tends to lower the deity of 
Jesus? Do you think this is true?” I 
agree and accept Dr. Miller’s answer, but 
I would like to supplement it with this 
comparison. 

The Revision Committee of the RSV 
has exalted our Lord Jesus in a way which 
the revisers of the King James Version 
refused to do for a reason unknown to us, 
or through ignorance. In 2 Peter 1:1, we 
have the phrase “. our God and Sa- 
vior Jesus Christ.” In the King James 
Version of 2 Peter 1:1, this same phrase 
is rendered “. .. our Savior Jesus Christ.” 
The Revised Standard Version declares 
that Jesus Christ is God! How thankful 
we should be that the Greek text has re- 
ceived honest treatment when it refers to 
to our Lord Jesus! When we see what 
the Revision Committee has done for us 
in presenting to us the Revised Standard 
Version, how can we accuse them of low- 
ering the deity of Jesus? 

There is another example by which we 
may prove the orthodoxy of the Revision 
Committee. Titus 2:13 of the RSV reads 
. our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ .. .” and the King James Version 
reads “. . . the great God and our Savior 
Jesus Christ... .” 

Whatever one may think of the Revised 
Standard Version is his privilege in this 
country, but let him take note of the fact 
that Jesus Christ is “GOD” in the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible! 

R. CHRISTY MorGan. 
Princeton, N. J. 
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29-Member Church Gets Big Gift 


Efland, N.C. (RNS)—A trust fund 
that may total $500,000 has been left to 
the tiny Efland Presbyterian church 
whose 29-member congregation meets 
for worship only twice a month and is 
accustomed to operating on an annual 
budget of about $1,200. 

In announcing the bequest by the late 
Will Ed Thompson, member of the 
church for 40 years, John E. Ensign, the 
minister, asked the congregation to pray 
for divine guidance in “the solemn re- 
sponsibility placed upon us to use this 
money not only for the local church but 
for the welfare of the entire community.” 

Church members held a meeting after 
worship and named a committee of three 
to confer with the estate's executor as to 
the best manner of using the gift “for the 


benefit of the total community and its 
future generations.” 

Only a few days before Mr. Thomp- 
son’s death, the congregation was hard 
put to scrape together enough funds to 
have the church building repainted. 

Mr. Thompson, a real estate man, left 
his entire estate to the church, with the 
exception of personal gifts totaling about 
$50,000. The executor said he had not 
yet determined the exact amount of the 
residue accruing to the church fund but 
that it would run between $250,000 and 
$500,000. The congregation may with 
his approval, he said, use either the 
principal or the interest. 

“Everyone knew Mr. Thompson was 
wealthy,” Mr. Ensign said, “but no one 
thought he would leave the church such 
an amount.” 


Chapel Hill Officers Are Ousted 


Orange Presbytery’s commission has 
now dissolved the Session and the Dia- 
conate of the Chapel Hill, N. C., church, 
as of April 1. This action followed by 
several weeks the dissolution of the pas- 
toral relationship of Charles M. Jones 
who has served the church for the past 
12 years (OUTLOOK, Mar. 9). 

Announcements have been made that a 
complaint (a form of appeal) will be 
filed when the commission reports at the 
Spring meeting of the presbytery. Such 
an appeal would go to the synod since 
the commission is clothed with the full 
power of presbytery in this case. 

The recent action was announced after 
what was described as a lengthy and 
sometimes heated session when the com- 
mission notified the officers that it was 
terminating their relationship to the 
Chapel Hill church though not deposing 
those it considered to have been properly 
ordained. 

Twelve of the officers, whose service, 
under the limited term provision. ex- 
pired April 1, were relieved of their re- 
sponsibilities. The other ten, the com- 
mission said, had never been ordained as 
officers—“according to their own testi- 
mony’’— and so had not been and were 
not then officers of the church. 

Robert J. McMullen, who has been 
supplying the church’s pulpit, was asked 


to take the powers of an evangelist on 
April 1 and to conduct the church’s work 
for the presbytery. 

Three members of the commission 
(Jos. M. Garrison, Greensboro, and El- 
ders M. E. Yount, Graham, and E. 
Frank Andrews of Greensboro) were not 
present when it announced its action to 
the officers. 

Dr. McMullen was reported as not 
accepting the commission’s assignment 
immediately but conferred with the body 
in regard to it. 

Much of the discussion with the com- 
mission is said to have dealt with the 
election of new officers. Chairman Z. 
T. Piephoff made it clear that the con- 
gregation now has no power to elect of- 
ficers without the commission’s approval. 

Only explanation given for dissolu- 
tion of the official relationship was, ““The 
commission believes this action to be nec- 
essary for the welfare of the church,” 
with the Book of Church Order cited 
for authority. 

Along with its first report the com- 
mission had requested the resignation of 
all the officers. and, when a counter-pro- 
posal was made whereby the officers ex- 
pressed their desire to undergo formal 
instruction and to meet the ordination and 
installation requirements, the commis- 
sion declared itself “favorably inclined.” 


News Briefs... 





Ministers Merge Groups 


Richmond, Va.—Protestant ministers 
of this city have merged three organiza- 
tions to form one city-wide interdenom- 
inational, inter-racial organization known 
as the Richmond Ministers’ Association. 
One group was an all-white group, an- 
other all-Negro, and the third an inter- 
racial fellowship. 


Change Chaplain Rules 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—With 200 
chaplains vacancies unfilled and another 
200 anticipated by the end of 1953, the 
Pentagon has announced that clergymen 
may now volunteer for one year of active 
duty instead of the previous 17-24 
months. 


Social Security Bill 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Legisla- 
tion extending social security coverage 
on a voluntary basis to clergymen has 
been introduced in the House of Repre- 
sentatives by Robert W. Kean (R., N.J.). 


Graham Has New Series 


Chattanooga, Tenn. (RNS)—Evange- 
list Billy Graham, now in a three-weeks 
campaign here, is using a new series of 
messages with more emphasis of how 
Christians should live, saying, “I will 
place more emphasis on what it means 
to live as the Lord Jesus Christ intended 
Christians to live.” 


Ask ‘*Orthodox”’ 
Membership 


A Valdosta, Ga., congregation of 60 or 
more persons, calling itself the Westmin- 
ster Presbyterian Church, is requesting 
the Presbytery of Philadelphia of the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, to re- 
ceive it into that body. 

Among the petitioning number are two 
former elders and thirteen former deacons 
of a Presbyterian, U. S., church. 

The congregation is being led at the 
present time by Morton Smith, who took 
one year of work at Westminster Sem- 
inary (an Orthodox institution), before 
entering Columbia Seminary in Decatur, 
Ga., where he is now a senior. 











What Keeps Presbyterians Apart? 


By HARRISON RAY ANDERSON* 


gee years at Communion I have prayed for the healing 
of the divisions in our Presbyterian Church. At that 
lable we remember again our Savior’s prayer that his church 
would be one in order that the world might believe. Is there 
some connection between a divided church and a world split 
between East and West instead of a world united around the 
Cross of Christ? As ministers of Christ there seems little 
we can do directly about the divided world. Perhaps we can 
do something about our divided church. Will you, my Chris- 
tian brothers, join in such a fellowship of reconciliation? 


Will you pray for reunion at your Communion Service? 
Will you carry forth such a ministry of reconciliation as 
you go from the Table? Will you make a broken church 
your personal concern that. it may be whole again? 


At Montreat in 1946, representing the Presbyterian Church 
USA, I asked the Presbyterian Church, U.S., Assembly for 
forgiveness and pardon for our church’s share of the division 
and continued separation. Professor J. B. Green, the U-S. 
Moderator, in his reply stated, 

“We have heard your plea for forgiveness, and if this Assem- 
bly were to be called on to vote, it would grant that forgiveness 
now. ... It was sin that divided us, and it is sin that keeps us 
divided, and all the sin is not on your side.” 

How dare we as officers of the Presbyterian Church in a 
time like ours with the world situation as it is, be indifferent 
or unconcerned about the sin of schism ? 


Nation United, Church Still Divided 


Strange, isn’t it, in a nation now united, the church we love 
best is still divided? In spite of all the bitter debate and 
bloodshed of the past no one would now argue for a divided 
America. There was a day when people, including my own, 
sincerely preached and argued for slavery and for two Amer- 
icas. We still have our sectional differences, but no American 
wants a nation divided. Is it possible that the sincere, 
earnest Christians who today keep the Presbyterian Church 
divided are as mistaken as were some of our fathers? 


Why should the nation be one, and our church divided? 
Is not Christ’s unifying love and grace stronger than na- 
tional patriotism? Cannot his cross do for his church what 
force did for the nation? 


Last year as Moderator of the USA Church I journeyed 
90,000 miles in America, and visited Presbyterian churches 
in almost every state. For six weeks I was with the church 
in the southern states at the invitation of the U.S. Assembly. 
My experience was the experience of Dr. J. Rose McCain, the 
U.S. Moderator. You could not tell Presbyterians apart. 
They are the same in all the basic essentials; and many of 
them do not realize that there are two Assemblies. In the 
West and East and South and North they may differ in minor 
ways, but they differ in their present churches. In the great 
matters of faith and practice they are one. Why is it then 
after all these years of effort on the part of godly men to 
unite, the churches are still divided? 

It has come to me with compelling force of late that the 
things which divide us are not the things which we write 
and talk about. 

In spite of what some may say, we are not divided by 
theology. 
*Dr. Anderson is well-known to Southern Presbyterians as 
recent Moderator of the Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly; 
pastor of Fourth church, Chicago, and an earnest advocate of 
Presbyterian reunion. 
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We Are One 


We all confess the same Christ as Lord and sole Head of 
his church. We all receive the Scriptures as the Word of 
God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice. We all 
confess the same Westminster Confession; and we all hold 
to the great common creeds of historic Christianity. 

In polity, except for minor details, our churches hold to 
the same representative democracy in church government. Our 
attitudes toward the state and toward social and racial issues 
are not the things which divide us. We have all sinned and 
come short of God’s glory in some of these matters. Our 
churches, however, are moving forward to a more Christian 
position. 

What strange force, then, keeps us apart? And what 
stronger force can we find that will make us one? Is there 
something or Someone strong enough to bind us together as 
brothers? We remember that Jesus prayed three times that 
we might be one with God and one with each other. We 
forget that he promised to give us the means to make us one. 
(John 17:2: “And the glory which Thou hast given me I 
have given unto them, that they may be one.”) In other 
words, we are not one because our human ways and wills have 
prevailed. We will be made one only by the Christ of the 
Cross and his grace. 

Reconciliation is too costly for men alone. Without Christ, 
men continually fall apart. Only Jesus Christ can make us 
one. His will is our peace. Homes and churches fall apart 
also unless held together by loving, patient human hands. 
Men of good will must be the Lord’s reconciling servants. 
The shepherds of the flock must withstand the wolf if the 
flock is not to be divided. 


Prejudice Separates 


It is my conviction that our Presbyterian churches are being 
kept apart by Preyupice. People in the North have been 
taught to believe things about the South which are simply 
not so. Why are people from the North concerned about the 
race issue only when they travel in the South? Why are they 
not concerned about these things when they are at home? 
The South in many places is making rapid advances in such 
matters. The U.S. Church, for instance, has done away with 
its Negro synod. 

There is published by an unfrocked Presbyterian minister 
in the North a paper called “The Christian Beacon.” This 
paper has been subsidized and sent free into manses and 
homes all over this land. It continually attacks the regular 
churches. It has sown discord, and its purpose is to en- 
courage division among Presbyterians. Such godly men as 
Dr. Robert E. Speer, President John A. Mackay and others 
have been its targets. Week after week it has called names 
and published half-truths. People have read it, and some 
have believed what has been written. At least, it has raised 
a doubt in many minds. This paper pictures the USA 
Church, by which the Beacon’s editor was deposed from the 
ministry (although he fought to remain a minister in it), 
as unsound and untrue and apostate. The denomination of 
which the editor of the “Beacon” is a member after years 
of effort has probably less than 10,000 members. Yet the 
churches which are attacked, U.S., USA, and United Presby- 
terian, are in one of their remarkable forward movements, 
gathering souls by the thousands and planting new churches. 
What the “Beacon” writes about the Presbyterian churches 
in many instances is simply not so. Yet for years it has been 
allowed to carry forth its divisive work unchallenged. Hun- 
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dreds of ministers and elders who know the truth about the 
Presbyterian Church must stand on their feet and testify to 
the truth if the effect of this prejudice is to be overcome. 


Why Make Such Appeals? 


Again there are those who continually play on Southern 
prejudices. They usually refer to the USA Chureh as “the 
Northern church.” There is no Northern Presbyterian Church. 
There are 1,700 USA churches in the Southern states. There 
is no Southern Presbyterian Church, nor is there any Western 
Presbyterian Church. Nevertheless, at times all the old sec- 
tional loyalties are used to keep us apart. Battles are fought 
again, and sectional passion stirred. Last year I listened to 
a USA minister speak at length of the War Between the States 
in such a way that I wanted to get up and walk out. - My 
people who fought for the Confederacy rose up within me. 
Why raise these issues today? Our fathers on both sides 
believed in their day that they were right. We can admire 
them for their courage and their bravery. We need not, 
however, allow those issues to divide us now, and we can 
manifest equal courage with the fathers toward those who 
seek to keep us apart. 

In 1951 the USA and the U.S. assemblies exchanged two 
remarkable letters. ‘These letters asked for and granted for- 
giveness for past sins and shortcomings and false attitudes. 

Before the ink was dry on these articles, however, other 
articles were written and broadcast attacking churches and 
leaders. There are men who desire to prevent reunion. Their 
method is a simple one. They continually search the record 
of the other church past and present to find some flaw or 
weakness. Then, blind to what is good in the other or to 
their own weakness, this flaw is exposed. 


The conclusion always to be hoped for seems that the 
other church is false, because some weakness has been dis- 
covered. 


Of course, this is the same old argument heard by every 
pastor in his calling. It is given by men outside the church 
who refuse to join the church because of some weak- 
ness of some member of the church. Pastors know what to 
say to this. They know the great number of good people in 
the church. They know also that Christ died for us while 
we were sinners. They know that the church he loved was 
and is a spotted church. They also know that some day his 
grace will make the church perfect. I know of no elder or 
pastor in any Presbyterian Church who does not believe that 
Jesus Christ died on the cross for his sins. Churches made 
up of such men are not apostate. 


Know Most, Love Most 


Now prejudices of these and other sorts can be resolved 
only by truth. Truth can be had about the churches. None 
of the three negotiating Presbyterian churches is perfect, 
but those who live nearest to them love them the most. The 
border synods desire reunion more than those far removed. 
Those who know most, love most. Prejudice will continue to 
do its work, however, until men really are willing to come 
forth and remove it with the truth, the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus and as it is in the Scriptures. This alone can resolve 
prejudice, and this alone can make us one. 


Pride Keeps Us Apart 


We are kept apart by something deeper than prejudice. 
We are kept apart by Pripe. For instance, it would be very 
easy for the United Presbyterian Church with its high quality 
of membership to say, “We are the people.” They could take 
pride in a select company of wonderful Christians, and they 
could become blind to the peril which faces a small denomina- 
tion in an American which is on wheels. 

On the part of the USA Church the danger is the pride 
of being a large church located for the most part in the sec- 
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tion of the country whose people won the War Between the 
States. I had been going into the South a dozen years or 
more before a brother minister in Augusta, Ga., called my 
attention to this unconscious Northern pride. Thousands in 
the USA Church are unaware of it today. They are unaware 
of the superior attitude with which they ofttimes journey 
south. 


There is another bit of unconscious pride. It is the pride 
of a people who knew bitter defeat, and what was worse, the 
humiliating years that followed the war. Some of my people 
endured that. With what result? There were those in our 
family who refused to speak to each other for years after the 
war. They finally were reconciled. Resentment, however, can 
remain in many a life after all these years. An emotion can 
become fixed and cause resentment. The great-grandsons 
will unconsciously be blamed for something that happened 
in 1861. When an emotion becomes fixed, then the feud goes 
on. What can change pride? Jesus Christ can. Humble 
love, which will stand with another by the Cross, can. There 
men will discover that both are needy, and that both can be 
made one in him in whom there is no north or south. Christ 
can slay the enmity. 

“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 


My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride.” 


Position Is a Barrier 


Again PosITION keeps us apart. Position with its privileges 
and power can work against reunion. We are afraid that we 
will lose out or that our church will be swallowed up or that 
somehow we will have to take last place. It was known by 
men in the USA Church, for instance, that there was little 
possibility of reunion as long as certain outstanding leaders 
in that church lived. A few years ago a.leader in the United 
Presbyterian Church stood like a barrier across the path of 
union. He, too, had to go to the Church Triumphant before 
union could go forward. It is difficult for men in executive 
positions to profess real interest in union. Why? It may be 
fear of their constituents, or it may be fear of their place or 
position or power in the reunited church. 


Greater Opportunities Are Possible 


However, the experience of reunion in the Cumberland 
Union was that men were given larger opportunities of lead- 
ership than they had had before. Dr. Baxter P. Fullerton 
became a mission secretary for the United Church, and Dr. 
James Clarke of Nashville spoke to the whole church with 
his keen pen. Both were former Cumberland leaders. Union 
increased their opportunity. So it would be with reunion of 
the three churches today. Pastors would have larger oppor- 
tunities for service. Secretaries would be secretaries of a 
united synod or a whole church in a whole nation. Presby- 
terian pastors would not have to compete with pastors of other 
Presbyterian denominations. Members who move from one 
section of the church would not have to leave the denomina- 
tion in which they were reared. There would be a Presby- 
terian Church in their community, and they would know its 
tradition because they had been reared in it. Each church 
would have all that the other two now have. No one would 
be swallowed up. The thing that would be swallowed up is 
the shame of our present division. Divisiveness would be 
swallowed up in victory. We would all lose our lives to find 
them in a larger whole. 


But PreyupIcE, Prive, and Position are held by persons 
—persons who are fearful and timid and misinformed and 
afraid to risk reunion. 


Persons hold back reunion. Persons, however, may see 
the better day and greet it with a cheer. Persons can be 
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willing to be misunderstood as they seek to bring about. 
reunion. 


In the last thirty years I have seen the cause of Presby- 
terian reunion become of great interest to the three churches. 
It is a part of a world-wide discovery of the nature of Christ’s 
Church. I have witnessed many men change their minds and 
become friends of reunion. I have witnessed a U.S. General 
Assembly stand on its feet and cheer for the coming of the 
day. 


Foes Hope Only for Delay 


The foes of reunion confess that they can hope only to 
delay reunion as long as possible. They say that the younger 
ministers are for reunion, and they are, for the most part. 
How have persons in their varied positions as executives and 
secretaries and elders and pastors overcome their fear of re- 
union? ‘They have done so through the gift of faith which 
the Holy Spirit has given them. Faith is the opposite of 
fear. When Christ works faith in our hearts, then we can 
trust his word about his church. We can trust him as the 
sole Head of the church to care for it as he had cared for it. 
We can trust each other as fellow-believers in our Lord and 
Savior. 

Men who are afraid like Peter need the bold witness of 
Paul’s faith at times (Gal. 2:11-12). Older sons who re- 
fuse to go in to the father’s house need the father’s imploring 
love. Let us help each other to have faith and not fear. Let 
us talk frankly to each other across our denominational lines, 
and tell of our real love for the Savior and for his church, 
and for the real need of each other in a better church. 

The future of the church is in God’s hands, and we can 
trust our sons and daughters in a reunited church. The plan 
of reunion calls for committees of fair-minded pastors and 
elders to work out the unsolved details in the reorganization 
that would come from reunion. We can trust these men and 
women under God to be fair. 


One of the Chief Doctrines 

The final P in the quartet which keeps Presbyterians sep- 
arated into three group is PROCRASTINATION. A Negro 
preacher, like some of his white brethren, loved to use large 
words in his sermons. One day one of his elders went to 
him about it and explained that the flock did not understand 
their minister’s vocabulary. The preacher was surprised, 
perhaps happily so. He asked which word had been misun- 
derstood. ‘‘Procrastination,” replied the elder, “we just don’t 
know what that means.” ‘Go on,” said the pastor, this time 
in simple talk, “this congregation understands that very well; 
procrastination is the chief doctrine of this church.” 

There is a story of the western minister who once-a-day 
went down to the station and watched the Zephyr train whiz 
by. When asked why he did it, he replied, “It is the only 
thing that happens in this place that doesn’t have to be 
pushed.” 


After 83 Years, No Haste 
We have been at reunion efforts since the General Assem- 
blies of 1870. Yet we are warned in 1953 not to make haste! 
Five years ago the vote on reunion was postponed for five 
more years. Every effort to postpone so far has been a vic- 
tory to continue the status quo of division. This does not 
mean that reunion would have won had we voted. 


However, in the long years of division we have never 
voted once. 


EXTRA COPIES of Dr. Anderson’s article in pamphlet form 
are available for wide distribution: 5¢; 25 for $1; 50 for 
$1.50; 100 for $2.50. Also his Concerning the (So-Called) 
Auburn Affirmation is available without charge except a nom- 
inal sum for postage.—OvTLOOoK, 1 N. 6th St., Richmond 19, 
Va. 


There are nearly fifty men and women who constitute the 
three committees working together on these matters. They 
have worked and prayed and planned across the years. In 
few joint meetings are all members present. But when votes 
are taken, rarely have over two or three of those present voted 
against plans for ultimate reunion. The U.S. Assembly of 
1940 started our present reunion movement again. Credit 
should be given to this Assembly for this move, and the ac- 
tion of that U.S. Assembly has been sustained by a majority 
of sometimes three-to-one whenever put to a vote in subse- 
quent U.S. Assemblies. The unofficial United Presbyterian 
test of sentiment was overwhelmingly for union with the U.S. 
and the USA churches. Reunion, however, in order to be- 
come official must have a majority vote of two successive 
General Assemblies, and a favorable vote of three-fourths of 
all the U.S. presbyteries and two-thirds of all the USA pres- 
byteries. The United Presbyterian method of voting is slightly 
different. 


A Few Could Defeat It 


Thus reunion faces a most difficult test. A little more than 
one-fourth of the presbyteries of one church can hold the 
majority of three churches back. This one-fourth minority 
could be had by close votes in presbyteries with few churches. 
It is possible for fewer than 500 presbyters to defeat the re- 
union of 3,500,000, Presbyterians. One may complain of 
minority control and feel that it should be corrected, but 
this is the present law of the churches. 


The Dominant Obstacle 


Furthermore, many men fear that a minority will walk 
out of the reunited church. This minority proved only a 
handful in the Methodist reunion. However, the foes of 
reunion use this continually. They talk of a continuing 
church and men who rightly fear division and all that goes 
with it, say, “Well, we are getting on pretty well; let us 
postpone action, and some day there will be more unity, and 
then we will have reunion; let’s put it off.” This feeling 
on the part of hundreds of well-meaning, devoted leaders 
is, in my judgment, the greatest factor which makes for con- 
tinued division today. 


If enough concerned people would champion the cause 
of reunion, this threat could largely be met. 


One wonders in the meantime what kind of churchmen 
Presbyterians are who threaten to walk out after a majority 
decision. Do Americans do that when their party loses in 
a national election? Do men do that in a local church Ses- 
sion, or in local congregations when they do not have their 
way? Do they do that in their homes when occasionally their 
wives have their way? What if the great majority who want 
union and have been held back for years would advocate the 
same pattern of action? What if the U.S. synods who want 
reunion would make the same threat? We need to remember 
the nature of the church of which we are members. It is 
Christ’s Body. We need to remember St. Paul’s word, “En- 
deavor (make speed) to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit.” We 
need to remember Calvin’s word about the church he loved: 

“For so highly does the Lord esteem the communion of his 
church, that he considers everyone as a traitor and apostate 
from religion who perversely withdraws himself from any 
Christian society which preserves the true ministry of the 
Word and Sacraments.” (Book 4, Chapter 1, Article 10). 

“How dangerously then, how fatal is the temptation, when 
it enters into the heart of a man to withdraw himself from 
that congregation, in which he discovers those signs and char- 
acters which the Lord has deemed sufficiently descriptive of 
his church.” (Book 4, Chapter 1, Article 11). 

“It is possible, moreover, that some fault may insinuate 
itself into the preaching of the doctrine, or the administration 


of the sacraments, which ought not to alienate us from its 
communion.” (Book 4, Chapter 1, Article 12). 


We ought to remember also what great Americans have said. 
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Senator Lamar of Mississippi in an address in 1873 con- 
cluded with these remarkable words: 

“Bound to each other by a common Constitution, destined 
to live together under a common government, we ought now 
at least to endeavor to grow toward each other once more in 
heart aS we are already indissolubly linked in fortunes... . 
Would that the spirit of the illustrious dead whom we lament 
today (Senator Sumner) could speak from the grave to both 
parties to this deplorable discord in tones which should reach 
every heart throughout this broad territory: my countrymen! 
Know one another and you will love one another.” (From 
Sidney Lanier, by Edwin Mims). 

Do men feel that by postponing, this cause will be for- 
gotten? Well, good men have grown weary in well-doing, 
in working for reunion, and the lethargy of the unconcerned 
is surely hard to bear. Dr. Robert Speer and Dr. J. Ross 
Stevenson and others came to the place where they said, ““No 
use.” Dr. James I. Vance and Dr. Tom Currie and Dr. 
Dunbar Ogden died, worn-out in this cause. And men are 
tempted to give their energies to other efforts which seem 
more possible of success. 


Another Day Has Dawned 


I have the feeling, however, that another day has dawned 
in the church. I do not believe that our churches will forever 
procrastinate. A majority in all three of the churches desires 
reunion. A generous spirit of fairness on the part of a 
minority some day will see this and accept the majority’s 
will. 

There is a great company in all churches who have found 
again the Biblical doctrine of the church as the body of 
Christ. Others have again discovered the Reformed doctrine 
of the church as taught by Calvin and others. (Book 4, 
Chapter 1, Calvin’s Institutes.) They believe the reunion of 
the Presbyterian Church to be the will of God. They believe 
that it is the Savior’s desire. They see a broken church as 
over against a world’s need for a Savior. They propose, in 
spite of PREJUDICE, PripE, PostTIoNn, and PROCRASTINATION 
to allow God to have his will. It is his church, not ours. 
These men propose to keep on working for a united Presby- 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, recorded from a radio program, is Wade H. Boggs, Jr., of 
the Assembly’s Training School faculty. 


GOD AND RIGHT AND WRONG the Lord your God, 


7a rari , a “ce ” 
“You, therefore, must ave variously defined the “good” as 


2)” j 
Please explain God to me in regard 19:2).” Again, 


to the doing of right and wrong? 


Boccs: Presumably the person ask- 
ing this question desires to know the 
connection between belief in God and 
morality. Many humanists today stress 
the importance of living the good life, 


be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect (Matt. 5:48).” 

Scripture therefore regards the char- however, inevitably defines the “good” 
acter and activity of God as normative in terms of his understanding of God. 
for human character and conduct. Thus ‘Why do you ask me about what is good? 
Jesus says, “Be merciful, even as your One there is who is good (Matt. 19:17).” 


terian Church in America. They know they will find such 
a church in heaven. They want it for their Lord and for 
their children on earth as it is in heaven. 

They propose to take the plan of reunion and eal it 
carefully and prayerfully. They know that in all such docu- 
ments there are compromises in details. They know that 
changes can be made before and after the plan’s adoption. 
They know that according to the plan some details are left 
to future committees to determine. They know that future 
years can amend this plan. They know that the plan con- 
tains a means whereby congregations that cannot conscien- 
tiously accept it will receive fair treatment. They also know 
that men who want no plan of reunion will oppose this or any 
other plan that is presented. 

As we consider this plan, let us not seek for perfection in 
a human document. Let us ask ourselves simply, is it Christ’s 
will that his Presbyterian Church in American should be 
one? Would a reunited church serve its Lord and Savior 
more effectively? Would a reunited church remove duplica- 
tion and competition and release men for larger service ? 


Could It Be by the 250th? 


During a year’s study of the plan corrections can be made 
if agreed upon. If the churches decided they could send the 
plan down for a vote in 1954, then it would be possible under 
God for us to be one by 1955, and our General Assemblies 
could finally be joined in 1956—the 250th anniversary of the 
formation of the first presbytery in American. 

However, if we vote and fail at first, let us not for one 
moment cease our efforts toward reunion. Some day in a 
final vote we will be one. 

Presbyterian perseverance will have won over PREJUDICE, 
PRIDE, PosITION, and PROCRASTINATION, and our family of 
Christ’s flock will be one. 

“I will say to the north, give up, and to the south, keep not 
back.”—Isaiah 43:6. 


“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in 
unity.”—Psalm 133:1. 


Father is merciful (Luke 6:36), and 
Paul adds, ‘‘Be ye kind to one another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ forgave you (Eph. 4:32).” 

Another important connection between 
God and morality may be seen in the ef- 
fort to define the nature of intrinsic good- 
am holy (Lev. Méss- What is goodness? Philosophers 
“happiness,” or as “organic welfare,” or 
as “self-realization.” The Christian, 





but they do not think that belief in God 
has any important connection with mo- 
rality. 

The Christian religion presupposes an 
inseparable connection between ethics and 
belief in God. It teaches that man who 
was created in God’s image is under ob- 
ligation to develop a more God-like char- 
acter and to be a co-laborer with God 
in his redemptive activity. The most 
fundamental consideration of Christian 
ethics is “resemblance to God.” This 
is the position of both Old and New 
Testaments. “Ye shall be holy, for I, 
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THE CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 


Agnes Scott is proud of its Christian heritage, which has 
come down through many branches of the Church. 


Through the entire 63 years of its history, Agnes Scott has 
had a strong tie with the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. The Founder of the College was a Presbyterian elder, 
and many of Agnes Scott’s staunch friends have been members of 
this church. 


AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE, Decatur, Ga. 
Affiliated with Presbyterian Church U. S. 
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EDITORIAL 


Chapel Hill and Every Man 


It can be recognized, as it is, that the 
commission of Orange Presbytery which 
is dealing with the Chapel Hill case has 
followed what has seemed to it to be the 
course of wisdom. Convinced that pastor 
and officers were not “true” to the stand- 
ards of our church, the commission has 
declined to file formal charges against 
these men, because, as one of its mem- 
bers put it, they did not want to go to 
the extreme of deposing them. Instead, 
a milder course has been followed and 
the minister and officers are still minister 
and officers but their relationship to the 
Chapel Hill church has been dissolved. 

The commission obviously felt that this 
course would be an easier one for all 
concerned and that the damage to min- 
ister and officers would be less than if 
charges were filed and a trial were 
pressed. 

Granted the best of intentions, the com- 
mission has followed a procedure that is 
fraught with danger—a threatening dan- 
ger to every minister, elder and deacon 
in our church. This is not to overlook 
the possibility of seriously divided and 
warring factions in congregations, and 


8 





other occasions, when dissolution may be 
the only possible course. 
* * O* 

“In all criminal prosecutions, the ac- 
cused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial, by an impartial jury of 
the State and district wherein the crime 
shall have been committed ... and to be 
informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to be confronted with the wit- 
nesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtaining witnesses in his 
favor, and to have the assistance of coun- 
self for his defense.” 

Thus, according to Article VI of the 
Bill of Rights, is every citizen of our 
land assured of the protection of some of 
his most fundamental rights from courts 
or authorities which might be inclined 
to trample upon them. 

We do not have it in the same language 
in our Book of Church Order, but we 
have essentially the same provision. (We 
are understandably proud of many strik- 
ing parallels between our church’s gov- 
ernment and our nation’s legislative and 
judicial system. ) 

In the Chapel Hill case, the commis- 
sion has declined to file charges against 
minister and officers although it professes 
assurance of their unsound belief and 
practice. Yet the Book of Church Order 
makes it abundantly clear that it is a 
presbytery’s duty to file such charges 
when it has such a conviction. To dis- 
solve the pastoral and official relation- 
-hips is to leave the supposed offenders 
untouched and any “scandal” unrem- 
edied. It is to put cart before horse, 
for if the minister and officers have vio- 
lated their ordination vows and the pres- 
bytery recognizes it and does not move 
to correct the situation, then it permits 
what the Book of Church Order calls 
“heretical opinions and corrupt prac- 
tices . . . to gain ground.” 

Dissolution of a pastor’s or officers’ 
relationships is not recognized as a 
method of censure in our Book of Church 
Order. The four degrees of censure, in 
ascending severity, are: (1) admonition; 
(2) suspension; (3) excommunication; 
and (4) deposition. If the charge, or 
the ground of attack, is unsound doctrine 
or practice, the court is expected to bring 
charges and to allow the parties charged 
to make their defense. If convicted, the 
men are censured to the degree deemed 
appropriate by the court. 

The present situation in Orange Pres- 
bytery raises some interesting points of 
speculation? Is the problem which the 
commission has set itself to correct solved 
by the dissolution of these official rela- 
tionships? If it is, then will it recognize 
Charles Jones as qualified for another 
church in the presbytery? Indeed, if 
the commission’s charges are true, it is 
not proper according to the Book of 
Church Order, for him to serve in Orange 
Presbytery or any other presbytery. This 
appears to be true, it must be remem- 
bered, because serious charges have been 





made and no proper defense has beeti 
allowed. 
s + & 

At this point, the Chapel Hill case, as 
administered by the commission of 
Orange Presbytery, becomes the Case of 
Every Man and of basic importance to 
our entire church. 

If such procedure is to be followed, 
then no minister, elder or deacon can be 
sure that he will escape the operation of 
a commission or presbytery where he is 
outnumbered. It would be entirely pos- 
sible for a presbytery or its commission 
to attempt to take a short-cut to “justice” 
and to dissolve the relationship of min- 
ister or officers wherever a majority of 
such a body deemed it expedient. 

Under such circumstances a man could 
never be sure what would happen to him 
if he lost favor with a dominant group 
in his presbytery. No charges would 
have to be proven, no formality of a trial 
would be necessary, he would not see 
his attackers, he would know nothing of 
the charges, he could not cross-examine 
the witnesses, he would have no counsel. 
He would simply be told that his work 
was done and that would end it—and it 
would be the end of his service. 

But look now and be grateful that, 
according to the Book of Church Order, 
the procedure in such cases is expected 
to follow our long-established require- 
ments, with ample protection for Every 
Man. Each step is protective of an in- 
dividual’s rights and is a persistent re- 
minder to the proponents of their legiti- 
mate ultimate objectives: 

“It is incumbent on every member of 
a court of Jesus Christ engaged in a trial 
of offenders, to bear in mind the inspired 
injunction: “If a man be overtaken in a 
fault, ye which are spiritual restore such 
an one in the spirit of meekness, con- 
sidering thyself, lest thou also be tempt- 
ed.’ ” 

The charge must be put in writing. 
Adequate time must be allowed for the 
preparation of defense and for witnesses 
to be secured. 

“In order that the trial may be fair 
and impartial, the witnesses shall be ex- 
amined in the presence of the accused, or 
at least after he shall have received due 
citation to attend. Witnesses may be 
cross-examined by both parties, and any 
questions asked which are pertinent to the 
issue.” 

“Either party may, for cause, chal- 
lenge the right of any member to sit in 
the trial of the case, which question shall 
be decided by the members of the court 
other than the one challenged. 

“Pending the trial of a case, any mem- 
ber of the court who shall express his 
opinion of its merits to either party, or 
to any person not a member of the court; 
or who shall absent himself from any sit- 
ting without the permission of the court, 
or satisfactory reasons rendered, shall 
be thereby disqualified from taking part 
in the subsequent proceedings. 

“The parties shall be allowed copies of 
the whole proceedings at their own ex- 
pense, if they demand them... . 

‘“‘A member of the court who has given 
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testimony in a case becomes disqualified 
for sitting as a judge if either party 
makes objection.” 

All these provisions, and more, are 
to assure Every Man of us that he will be 
fully protected in his personal rights and 
that he will have unrestricted opportunity 
to hear and be heard in relation to what- 
ever charges may be brought against 
him. 

If, however, a relationship is dissolved, 
he may be deprived of every one of the 
foregoing privileges guaranteed by the 
Book of Church Order when charges of 
unsound doctrine or practice are made. 
Indeed, if they may be so circumvented 
by the susbtitution of dissolution for 
orderly trial, then it may be doubted if 
our constitutional protection is any pro- 
tection at all. 


Resort to dissolution instead of trial 
is unusual if not unique where unsound 
doctrine is considered to be the issue. We 
have had several instances where charges 
of heresy have been hurled against indi- 
viduals. The respective courts or in- 
stitutions have been encouraged to put 
these men out. In such situations the 
provisions of our Book of- Church Order 
have been a stronghold of wisdom and the 
attackers have been told that charges 
must be preferred in the court of original 
jurisdiction if the desired outcome is to 
be sought. And the General Assembly 
has always upheld this course, just as it 
upholds the right of a presbytery to de- 
pose a man or to invoke lesser degrees 
of censure as a result of trial properly 
conducted under our constitution. 





WERE THE BOOKS WORTH IT? 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“A number of people who had prac- 
ticed magic brought out their books and 
burned them publicly. The value of these 
was estimated and found to be ten thou- 
sand dollars.’”—Acts 19:19, American 
translation. 


HO calculated the value of those 

books? Various examples are 
still in existence of magical books of 
those times, very like those that were 
burned at Ephesus. They are filled with 
pure nonsense, nonsense in any lan- 
guage. For all the trash that finds its 
way through the presses, not one of them 
could find a publisher today. Yet they 
were ‘‘valued” at $10,000. Who did the 
valuing ? 

Not the owners. Even if once they had 
valued those books highly, now they had 
thrown the whole mess of them to the 
bonfire; their value had fallen to nothing 
at all. Perhaps the valuing was dene in 
line with what the books’ owners had 
thought of them in earlier days. Ten 
thousand dollars would be a bargain for 
even one book of magic, if the magic had 
been all it claimed to be. There were 
charms of all sorts—how to make the 
right girl fall in love with you (or out of 
love with your rival), how to make your- 
self handsome, how to be a business suc- 
cess, how to kill your enemies without 
fingerprints—indeed charms, incantations 
and mumbo-jumbo enough to put you into 
very profitable touch with all the ghostly 
underworld. If the magical books had 
been half as effective as they claimed, no 
price would have been too high. One 
suspects that disillusionment had begun 
to work even before St. Paul came along. 
Perhaps the buyers of magic books had 
already discovered that the charms did 
not work, but it needed a Paul to explain 
why not. 
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HO valued the books? Maybe the 

publishers. It may have cost that 
much to produce the books. The price 
named may well have been an estimate 
of the retail price of the books in the 
Ephesus bookstores. It would not be the 
last time that publishers would rate books 
at 10,000 times what they are actually 
worth. The value of a book, unlike the 
value of a brick, is not to be figured on 
the basis of “cost of production.” 

Very likely the value was set by the 
public; it looked to the Average Ephesian 
like an immense sacrifice. Think what 
profound knowledge, what mysterious 
keys to power, were going up in smoke! 
The same mistake is made today by on- 
lookers who speak of the “sacrifices” made 
by those who enter Christ’s service. There 
are a good many things, prized in the 
world, that go into the bonfire as a man 
becomes a Christian. As he becomes 
more Christian, he may light other bon- 
fires. But no tears are shed except by 
the onlookers. 

Take two men (Phi Beta Kappas) 
just out of college. One goes to a med- 
ical school, one to a theological seminary. 
Fifteen years later one of them is build- 
ing a new home in Mortgage Park with 
thirty thousand of the dollars his grateful 
patients have produced. The other is 
still in a rented manse which (it is safe 
to say) cost something under $30,000. 
The preacher sets a match to the man- 
sion, as it were, when he chooses the 
manse. But if he is a true minister he 
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has no regrets. We read sometimes of 
some professional man who has “sacri- 
ficed” a money-making practice, to go 
and offer his skill on some mission field. 
But it is the public who insist on think- 
ing of it as a sacrifice, not the man him- 
self. 

Were the books really worth it? Con- 
sider the difference in Ephesus before 
Paul came, and after the book-burning. 
Before, the city held those books, along 
with their greedy unscrupulous owners 
(for none ever yet bought a book of magic 
for unselfish reasons); after the bonfire, 
the books were gone, but the city of 
Ephesus had gained, in place of their 
former owners’ selfishness, many new 
men. You could put the figures into 
reverse and say that it was well worth 
$10,000 to the city of Ephesus to get rid 
of the books and to gain those new cit- 
izens. 


IEWING the bookshelves in our 

towns, it will occur to some Chris- 
tians to wonder what the people are like 
who will buy this stuff. Why do they 
buy it? The question can be asked about 
some expensive ones as well as for the 
paper-backs. Some buy for prestige— 
the volumes look handsome, their pres- 
ence on the table at home will lend an 
air of distinction. Some buy for amuse- 
ment, some for power, some for the pleas- 
ure of imagining sins they are too re- 
spectable to commit. One wonders what 
the community would be, if as in Ephe- 
sus $10,000 worth of worthless books 
were burned, and if the people who buy 
them were to become the kind of persons 
who would have lost all desire to read 
them. We should lose a good deal of 
paper, we might even put a few publish- 
ers out of business . . . but who would 
say that the community might not be 
far better off in the end? 

Were the books really worth it? Who 
is to say what a book is worth? What 
it is worth to one reader is not its value 
to another, or what it may be worth to the 
writer, the publisher, the public. But if 
a reader of books wants a test of value for 
the books he owns, let him not reckon 
up what he paid for them in cash. Let 
him ask first, Has this book raised the 
value of my own life and character? Has 
it increased my value to my neighbors? 
He may also ask: Suppose this book 
were threatened by some local Gestapo, 
and suppose it were the world’s last copy 
of it, how much would I pay to keep it in 
existence ? 
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CHURCH NEWS shrubs and flowers, including authentic 
specimens found in the Holy Land, will 
form the background for the presentation. 
Orange Bowl Service An attendance of more than 30,000 is 

expected. Claims are made that this 


To Attract 30,000 is the largest such service in the South- 


Florida News Letter east, if not in the entire East. 


Miami's Easter sunrise celebration, Joint Efforts Mark 
now five years old, is to be directed this Miami Presbyterianism 
year by Ernest Seiler, who stages the : wey: os 
New Year's Day Orange Bowl pageant. Presbyterianism in the Miami area, 
Sponsored by the ministerial association oth U. S. and USA, shows a trend to- 
and council of churches, this year’s pro- ward the consolidation of forces. Joint 
gram will have, instead of a sermon and ™eetings of Presbyterian ministers are 
the usual order, a pageant in five scenes: held regularly each month. Moderators 
Gethsemane, Crucifixion, Resurrection, °f both Assemblies addressed the associa- 
Restoration of Peter and the Great Com- tion during the past year. All Presby- 
mission. Nearly two acres of tropical teTian churches participated in a united 
: evangelistic crusade directed by Wm. H. 

McCorkle last fall. Other ventures like 
Peace College leadership education and church exten- 


sion are being planned. 
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alone plans five new ones. Practically 
every church in the synod is over-crowded 
in its worship and educational space 
with much building expansion in prog- 
ress. 


Miami Protestant Agency 
Praised at Recent Meeting 


Social relief and rehabilitation, to be 
fully effective in today’s world, must 
express a vital religious motive and con- 
cern. This is the conviction of Kath- 
erine Lenroot, former chief of the U. S. 
Children’s Bureau, expressed at the fifth 
anniversary meeting of the Protestant 
Service Bureau—welfare department of 
the Greater Miami Council of Churches. 
Miss Lenroot praised the Miami agency 
for its effective work in its field. The 
annual report showed 685 applicants re- 
ceiving financial aid last year. Financed 
by the Community Chest, the agency is 
staffed and directed by the council of 
churches. 


FSU Students Respond to 
“Intelligent Faith Week” 


It was estimated that more than 3,600 
of the 5,283 students at Florida State Uni- 
versity were reached during the recent 
observance of Intelligent Faith Week at 
the Tallahassee institution. Eleven Prot- 
estant leaders led 90 seminars and dis- 
cussions during the period. Among the 
leaders was Giza Soos of Montreat Col- 
lege. who was once a leader of the Hun- 
garian resistance against Nazism and 
Communism; and Horace W. Ryburn, 
supervisor of Presbyterian work in Thai- 
land. 


Miscellany 


Florida Lutherans will oppose any ef- 
fort by the state legislature to open wel- 
fare rolls to public inspection, in line 
with recommendations of the National 
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No. 35 in a series on congregational singing 


The Leader in Worship 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


Vil. Hymn Anthems and 


Responses 


Hymns are primarily considered ve- 
hicles for direct congregational expres- 
sion. They also have considerable wor- 
ship value when sung as special music by 
choir, quartet, or soloist or when played 
by organist or pianist. Because of the 
simple structure of a hymn, the congre- 
gation can easily grasp the words. Fur- 
thermore, a familiar hymn has the ad- 
vantage of long and tender association 
in the minds of the people. A worship 
leader should realize all this and should 
avail himself of this additional devo- 
tional resource. 

This whole subject of how to adapt 
hymns as anthems or responses will be 
explained in some detail later in this 
series when we are considering the choir’s 
responsibility for the development of con- 
gregational singing. At that time a num- 
ber of practical suggestions will be given 
for securing variety and effectiveness of 
rendition. 

While objecting to aimless musical 
elaboration and “enrichment” of worship 
services, the writer does believe that occa- 
sional intelligent use of a hymn sung by 
the choir can be effective. For example, 
a minister, preaching on the need for 
Christian principles and integrity in gov- 
ernment, might request the choir to sing 
Chesterton’s stirring hymn, ‘“O God of 
earth and altar,” as the anthem of the 
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morning. To strengthen the impress of 
a sermon on Christian witness and serv- 
ice, “Lord, speak to me” or “Lead on, 
O King eternal” could be requested. 

In addition to the occasional use of 
hymns as anthems, shorter portions can 
be used as opening choral ascriptions of 
praise or as responses after scripture 
reading, prayer, sermon, or benediction. 

As a quiet call to worship some choirs 
sing the first line and a half of the hymn, 
“God himself is with us.” For a more 
joyous choral call to praise, some min- 
isters request the refrain only of “Re- 
joice, ye pure in heart,” or the first stanza 
of “This is the day the Lord hath made.” 

As a concluding part of a prayer, the 
first stanza of “Breathe on me, breath 
of God” or the last stanzas of “Immortal 
Love, forever full” and “Prayer is the 
soul’s sincere desire” are effective. The 
last line only of “Thou didst leave Thy 
throne,” which reads, “O come to my 
heart, Lord Jesus; there is room in my 
heart for Thee” is an illustration of the 
use of briefer portions of hymns as prayer 
responses. 

Immediately after a sermon it is some- 
times effective to use a stanza of a choir 
hymn to press home the main impact of 
thought and feeling. With bowed heads 
the congregation hears this quiet musical 
expression (with no Amen) just before 
the sermon prayer spoken by the minister. 
If, for example, the sermon has been on 
“The Conquest of Fear,” it might be 
helpful to use the second stanza of “(How 
firm a foundation” beginning with “Fear 
not, I am with Thee” or the first stanza 
of “Give to the winds thy fears.” After 
a sermon on the Emmaus encounter of 
our Lord and his two disciples, “Abide 
with me, fast falls the eventide” might 
be appropriate. A sermon on Jacob 
could be followed by a stanza of ‘‘Nearer 
my God, to Thee” or ““O God of Bethel, 
by whose hand.” 


Speaking as a choir director, the writer 
has welcomed such occasional requests 
from worship leaders for special hymn 
renditions. Choirs naturally need the 
stimulation of anthems which challenge 
their technical proficiency, and yet the 
singers are also willing to tackle the 
job of presenting a great hymn with 
utmost skill and reverence. 
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Paul Becomes a Missionary 
By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 9, 1953 
Acts 11:10-26; 13-14. Print 11:25-26; 14:18-20 


In the year 45 A.D. two Jewish Chris- 
tians—Barnabas and Paul, accompanied 
by John Mark—embarked upon a preach- 
ing mission that changed the course of 
world history. Paul, who was to be- 
come the more important of the two, had 
been, only eight years earlier, an intense 
Jewish nationalist, convinced that his 
people had been chosen by God for a 
distinctive destiny, and that non-Jews 
could not be saved except as they forsook 
their own people and identified them- 
selves with the Jewish race. On the road 
to Damascus, where he hoped to stamp 
out the hated sect of the Nazarenes, he 
discovered his tragic mistake. Jesus of 
Nazareth, whose disciples he had so 
savagely persecuted, was the risen Lord, 
the promised Savior of all mankind, and 
belief in him, obedience to him was the 
one law of life. He began to proclaim 
his new found faith immediately in Da- 
mascus and not long afterwards in Je- 
rusalem. Compelled to leave both of 
these important centers because of plots 
against his life Paul returned to his 
native Tarsus. For some years be la- 
bored in the neighboring provinces of 
Syria and Cilicia, founding small con- 
gregations of believers. During these 
years he suffered many of the indignities 
detailed for us in his second letter to the 
Corinthians. It was during this period 
also that he began to be troubled by some 
recurring physical malady which he de- 
scribes as a “thorn in the flesh.” It led 
him to a first-hand discovery of the all- 
sufficiency of the divine grace. He had 
prayed repeatedly that the thorn might be 
moved from his flesh. Instead came the 
comforting words, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” “For the sake of Christ,” 
Paul wrote, “I am content with weak- 
nesses, insults, hardships, persecutions 
and calamities, for when I am weak, 
then I am strong.” (2 Cor. 12:9-10) 


I. The First “Christians’’ 


Meanwhile an unprecedented situa- 
tion had arisen in the city of Antioch. 
This city, with more than a half-million 
inhabitants, was the third largest city in 
the Roman empire ‘and was widely ac- 
claimed as the Queen of the East. Roman 
wealth, Greek culture, and Oriental lux- 
ury combined to make it one of the most 
beautiful and one of the most fascinat- 
ing cities in the world, but also one of 
the foulest and most depraved. Its fa- 
mous amusement center, the Grove of 
Daphne, was so wicked and immoral that 
the word “Daphne” became a synonym 
for all that was evil, and soldiers who 
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visited it, even on furlough, were imme- 
diately dismissed from the army. 


The earliest Christians were Jews and 
as they scattered out from Jerusalem 
they preached the good news about Jesus 
only to fellow-Jews. If an occasional 
Gentile became a Christian he was re- 
quired to become a Jew. But here in 
Antioch Jewish Christians told Gentiles 
about Jesus and many of them believed 
and came into the church with no thought 
of becoming Jews. Nothing like this 
had happened before. For Jews and 
Gentiles to sit down at the same table 
together at church affairs and when they 
observed the Lord’s Supper, to visit in 
one another’s homes and to regard one 
another as brothers in Christ, to recog- 
nize that no man was better than another 
because of his race, was something that 
no one had even dreamed about before 
Jesus came into the world, and something 
that had not happened even then until 
it happened here at Antioch. 


When the church at Jerusalem heard 
about it they sent Barnabas to investi- 
gate. It wasn’t easy for Barnabas to shed 
old prejudices which had become a part 
of him (any more than it is for us) but 
the Bible tells us that he was a good man 
and full of the Holy Spirit, and the 
Spirit made it clear that this was the 
kind of thing that Jesus would like. So 
Barnabas not only approved this experi- 
ment in Antioch but stayed on to help. 
He did more; he went down and found 
Paul and brought him back to work with 
him. For a whole year, we read, these 
two men “met with the church, and taught 
a large company of people; and in An- 
tioch the disciples (who hitherto had 
been called Nazarenes, believers. dis- 
ciples, brothers, and those of the Way) 
were for the first time called “‘Christians.” 


Why they were called Christians we 
do not know. It may have been in de- 
rision, as some students suppose, but 
whatever the origin of the term it cer- 
tainly indicates that these followers of 
Jesus in Antioch were not ashamed of 
their Master. The disciples were called 
Christians, because they talked about 
Jesus as the Christ, they sang about 
Christ, they had learned to pray to God 
in the name of Christ, they tried to live 
as Christ would have them live. When 
men saw them together they thought 
about Christ. It was Christ who had 
drawn them together, these Jews and 
Gentiles who heretofore had been so far 
apart. Later on in one of his letters 
(Eph. 2:13-14) Paul referred to this 
fact and used it as an illustration of how 


God would in time draw all men together 
so that they might become brothers in 
Christ. 

Meanwhile a great famine had devel- 
oped. All over the country there were 
people who lacked food, even for their 
children. The Christians in Antioch took 
up a collection, each man giving as he 
was able and sent it by Barnabas and 
Paul to help their fellow-Christians in 
Jerusalem (11:27-30). That seems a 
little thing to us now, but it was some- 
thing new then—people giving money to 
help people whom they had not seen, 
whom they did not know, most of whom 
belonged to another race in another part 
of the world. A hundred years later we 
find Lucian, one of the most popular 
writers of his day, deriding the Chris- 
tians for their foolish generosity to 
strangers. But the people generally said, 
“Behold how those Christians love one 
another”; and it was one of the things 
which attracted people to the church. 

The help which the Christians at An- 
tioch, under the leadership of Barnabas 
and Paul, gave to their fellow-Christians 
in Jerusalem was the beginning of a great 
movement which continued to grow 
through the Roman Empire until finally 
three hundred years later, when Christi- 
anity became the religion of the Empire, 
the Emperor Constantine gave to the 
church the responsibility of caring for 
all the poor, the sick, and the needy in 
the Roman Empire; and for the first 
time in the history of the world there was 
a systematic effort to care for all those 
who were in need. Out of this effort 
came our hospitals, our asylums, our 
homes for orphans and the like, almost 
all the great benevolent institutions of 
our time. 

Being a Christian in Antioch meant 
more than talking about Christ; it meant 
trying to live like Christ; it meant shed- 
ding old prejydices; it meant a willing- 
ness to share with those in physical need, 
and also with those in spiritual need. 


Il. The First “Missionaries” 


In the church at Antioch we read, 
“there were prophets and teachers, Barna- 
bas, Symeon who was called Niger, Lu- 
cius of Cyrene, Manaen, a member of the 
court of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
While they were worshipping the Lord 
and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.’ ” 
(13:1-2) 

How the Holy Spirit spoke to these 
five men we do not know. But probably 
he made his will known to them somewhat 
as he does at the present time. As the 
five men talked over their work and 
prayed about it and opened their hearts 
to one another and the Lord, the idea 
came first to one, with whom the others 
after some discussion fully agreed, that 
thev had an obligation to carry the good 
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news about Jesus to those who had never 
heard it. 

Years later Paul told the story to Luke. 
“We thought then,” he said, “that it was 
what our Master would have us do. And 
now I know that it was his Spirit, the 
Holy Spirit, that warmed our hearts and 
moved us to take the action that we did.” 
And we who read know that he was 
right. For with that decision was born 
the formal missionary movement which 
brought Christianity first to Europe, then 
to America, and finally to girdle the 
globe. 

Barnabas and Paul began this first 
organized Missionary venture on the is- 
land of Cyprus, which Barnabas owned 
as his birthplace. Under his leadership 
the gospel was preached apparently only 
to Jews. But at the farther end of the 
island, in Paphos, the provincial capital, 
the two apostles were called before the 
Roman pro-consul, Sergius Paulus, to 
explain their mission. At the critical 
moment Paul stepped forward to de- 
nounce a Jewish astrologer named Ely- 
mas, and the dramatic consequences of 
his act led to the conversion of the pro- 
consul. It was this incident apparently 
which gave Paul, who at this point as- 
sumes the leadership of the expedition, 
his idea of winning the Roman Empire 
for Christ. 

The two missionaries struck out at 
once for the mainland of Asia Minor, 
continued through the comparatively un- 
important province of Bithynia and came 
finally to Pisdian Antioch in the stra- 
tegic Roman province of Galatia. They 
took their message first to the synagogue 
and when serious opposition arose, turned 
their attention to the Gentiles. Soon a 
congregation was gathered, composed of 
a few Jews and a larger number of Gen- 
tiles. When persecution compelled them 
to leave Antioch, they went on to Icon- 
ium, where this same pattern, henceforth 
the common one, was repeated. 


Ill, Worshipped and Stoned 


They came next to Lystra, a small gar- 
rison town, 18 miles from Iconium. There 
was no synagogue here, so Paul preached 
out of doors to those who would listen. 
One day as he was thus speaking, a crip- 
ple listened with growing interest. Seeing 
that he had faith to be made well, Paul 
said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on 
your feet.” The cripple obeyed and 
found that he could walk. 

When the people saw the miracle they 
recalled certain stories which they had 
heard ever since they were children. Ac- 
cording to these stories two of the gods, 
Zeus (Jupiter) and Hermes (Mercury) 
had visited this same region incognito on 
two different occasions. The first time, 
Lyacon, the leading man of the village, 
failed to receive them properly and by 
way of punishment was turned into a 
wolf. The second time nobody in the 
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whole village was willing to entertain 
them except a very poor couple named 
Baucis and Philemon. As a reward their 
shabby little hut was turned into a palace 
and they were granted their dearest wish, 
which was that both might die at the 
same time, so that neither would survive 
to bemoan the loss of the other. A tablet 
recently unearthed in the valley of Lystra 
is inscribed to these two gods, and in- 
dicates that they were worshipped in 
Paul’s day throughout this region. The 
healing of the lame man convinced the 
people of Lystra that these gods had 
once more been pleased to come among 
them. ‘This time they were determined 
not to take any chance of offending them. 

The priest of the temple of Zeus, which 
was just outside the city, came in solemn 
procession with all his assistants bringing 
bulls gaily decked with festal garlands, 
to the gates of the temple and made prep- 
arations to offer sacrifices to Barnabas 
and Paul in the presence of all the people. 
When Paul and Barnabas understood 
what was taking place they tore their 
garments (something which men of that 
day were likely to do in times of great 
excitement, but which the women, who had 
to mend the garments, probably did not 
appreciate) and rushed in among the 
crowd and pleaded with them to stop 
the proceedings. ‘‘We are men, of like 
nature with you,” they cried, “and 
bring you good news, that you should 
turn from these vain things to a living 
God who made the heaven and the earth.” 
Even then it was only with great difficulty 
that they succeeded in halting the sacri- 
fice. 

As time went on the people, and es- 
pecially the priest, must have felt a little 
foolish, and when some of Paul’s en- 
emies came from Antioch and Iconium 
and told them that these men were dan- 
gerous revolutionaries, they were ready 
to believe it. (Even today, almost 2,000 
vears later, when it was thought to have 
become an accepted principle of civiliza- 
tion that a man was to be assumed 
innocent until he was proved guilty, too 
many are ready to believe that a man is 
guilty if only he is accused loudly enough, 
and often enough.) This time Paul’s 
enemies plotted so carefully that he was 
caught unawares. The mob stoned him, 
as once he had helped to stone Stephen, 
until they thought he was dead. Then 
they dragged his body out of the city, 
leaving his friends to dispose of it as 
they wished. But Paul was only stunned. 
As the disciples stood around him sor- 
rowing he rose up and returned to the 
city. 


IV. The First Missionary Report 
The next day, early, Paul went forth 
with Barnabas to Derbe, a small town, 
thirty miles further east. Here, for one 
of the few times in his life, he preached 
the gospel undisturbed. Derbe was on 


the high road from Iconium to the Cili- 
cian Gates, an easy pass through the 
mountains and only 160 miles from Tar- 
sus. It would have been the natural 
thing to do, and the easiest and safest 
thing, to go on to Tarsus and then to 
Antioch in Syria. But instead of going 
forward the two men went back over 
the same route which they had just tray- 
eled: back to Lystra, where Paul had 
been stoned and dragged out of the city 
for dead; back to Iconium, where they 
had barely beaten the stones out of the 
city; back to Pisidian Antioch, where the 
authorities had driven them out and told 
them never to return. It was not safe 
for them to preach publicly, but they met 
privately with the disciples and organ- 
ized churches under the leadership of 
elders and reminded the people that those 
who chose to follow Christ must be pre- 
pared to suffer (14:22). Then and only 
then did they return to Syrian Antioch, 
the city which they had left about 18 
months before. 

Here they met with the church and 
delivered the first missionary report on 
record (14:27-28). They did not em- 
phasize the things which men had done 
to them in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra 
(as some would have been tempted to 
do) but rather the things which God had 
done through them for the changing of 
human lives, and that a door had been 
opened through which Gentiles might 
come in increasing measure to give their 
lives to God through Jesus Christ. The 
reports of our missionaries today are very 
similar. Many of them have undergone 
hardships for Jesus, but they do not 
emphasize the things which men have 
done to them, but, like Paul and Barna- 
bas, the things which God has done 
through them—that while in some lands 
the door is now closed, in others it is open 
and through it men may enter the King- 
dom. 

Suppose these early disciples had not 
taken advantage of that open door to 
press through it with the gospel of Christ. 
Europe might not have been won for 
Christianity for a thousand years, our 
ancestors would then have remained bar- 
barians, and the whole history of the 
world would have been different. Doors 
are open now in South America, in Afri- 
ca, in parts of Asia, and elsewhere. But 
we cannot be sure how long they will be 
open. It may be a very short while. 
Suppose we do not take advantage of the 
present opportunity. We do not know 
what it would mean, but if the people in 
Africa and Asia and other lands do not 
become Christians in the next genera- 
ation or so, they are likely to become anti- 
Christian, and the whole history of the 
world will be different from what we 
hope. 

Lesson theme and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by Division of Education, National Coun- 


cil of Churches. Scripture quotations are from 
the Revised Standard Version. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








ane a> <a Gh wee tn 


ia a a 


ili- 
the 
Far- 
ural 
ifest 
n to 
oing 
over 
rav- 
had 
city 
they 
the 
> the 
told 
safe 
met 
gan- 
> of 
hose 
pre- 
only 
ioch, 
t 18 


and 
t on 
em- 
done 
ystra 
d to 
had 
g of 
been 
right 
their 
The 
very 
gone 
not 
have 
na- 
done 
ands 
open 


.ing- 


1 not 
yr to 
hrist. 
. for 
- our 
bar- 
- the 
Joors 
Afri- 

But 
ill be 
vhile. 
f the 
know 
le in 
o not 
nera- 
anti- 
f the 
t we 


copy- 
Coun- 
. from 





BOOK NOTES 


STANDING UP TO LIFE. By Frank 
Halladay Ferris. Bobbs-Merrill Co., New 
York. 190 pp., $2.50. 


This is a book of fifteen sermons by 
the visiting professor of religion at the 
College of Wooster in Ohio. He was 
formerly pastor of Fairmount Presby- 
terian Church, Cleveland, Ohio. His 
attractive manner of preaching made it 
the largest Presbyterian Church in the 
State of Ohio. 

The author has the happy faculty of 
expressing wise and beautiful thoughts 
in direct and simple English. Each ser- 
mon is followed by a prayer. 

The title of the book is the title of one 
of the sermons and the main thought ex- 
pressed throughout the book is to live 
heroically through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Thoughtful lay people will find plea- 
sure in reading these sermons. Ministers 
will find excellent sermonic material and 
suggestions for titles of sermons. 

WILLIAM BourNE CLEMMONS. 
Columbus, Ga. 


ANGEL UNAWARE. By Dale Evans 
Rogers. Fleming H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J. 63 pp., $1. 

More people than simply the Dale 
Evans-Roy Rogers fans will be interested 
in this small testament of faith. It tells 
the story of their Mongoloid child and 
what she and they experienced in the 
two years of her life—as she recounts 
it to her Heavenly Father upon her ar- 
rival in Heaven. 

It is a moving story and well ‘done 
as it reveals something of the heart of 
this popular couple and helps to explain 
their appeal to millions of people. Mrs. 
Rogers is contributing all royalties from 
the sale of the book to the National As- 
sociation for Retarded Children. 











Outlook Readers Recommend 





Prayer, Barth. Westminster. 
Strengthened With Might, Wilke. West- 
minster. 
—Davip T. Moore, Lovington, N. M. 





Your Other Vocation, D. Elton Trueblood. 
Harpers. 
—Mrs. D. W. HAnson, Jr., Tyler, Texas 





The Supreme Beatitude, E. V. Pierce. 
Fleming H. Revell. 
Christ and Time, Cullman. Westminster 
Press. 
The Roadmender, Michael Fairless. E. P. 
Dutton. 
—C. O. Wittiams, Little Rock, Ark. 


CLASSIFIED 


SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 





BOOKS 





RELIGIOUS libraries purchased. Baker 
Book House, Dept. PO, Grand Rapids 6, 
Michigan. 


APRIL 6, 1955 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Religious Trends in Modern China. 
Wing-tsit Chan. Columbia University 
Press, N. Y. $4.25. 

Decision for Christian Living. Hugh 
Thomson Kerr. The Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. $2.50. 

The Mockingbird Piano. Jean Bell 
Mosley. The Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. $3.00. : 

Report from Christian Europe. Stewart 
Wingfield Herman. Friendship Press, N. 
Y. $2.50. 

The Bible in Pastoral Care. Wayne E. 
Oates. The Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. $2.50. 

Two Texas Female Seminaries, Mabelle 
Purcell. Midwestern University Press, 
Wichita Falls, Texas. $5.00. 

Campus Gods on Trial. Chad Walsh. 
The Macmillan Co., N. Y. $2.50. 

The Four Gospels. Translated by E. V. 
Rieu. Penguin Books, Inc., Baltimore, Md. 
65 cents, paper. 

Calvary’s Conquering Christ. Kurt Carl 
Hartmann. Exposition Press, N. Y. $2.50. 

The Atonement in Our Time. Martin 
,an” Morehouse-Gorham Co., N. 
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Christ said, 


“| AM THE WAY” 


And so we present 
the Master as the way 





SCHREINER 


Presbyterian Military College 
Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 
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1837 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE 
TO QUALIFIED APPLICANTS 


John R. Cunningham, President 


1953 


Davidson, N. C. 








PREACHING 
DIAGNOSIS 


ROBERT BOYD 
“The Pastoral Epistles” 





July 28 — August 7, 1953 
GEORGE A. BUTTRICK 
“Principles of Preaching” 

ROBERT WHITE KIRKPATRICK 
“Effective Sermon Delivery” 
DONALD G. MILLER 

“Expository Preaching” 
JOHN NEWTON THOMAS 
“Preaching on the Great Doctrines” 


DISCUSSION 


WORKSHOPS 


REMEDIAL WORK 


SEMINAR CLASSES 


August 7 — August 21, 1953 


JAMES M. APPLEBY 


“Christian Worship” 


For information write: John Newton Thomas, 
Dean of the Graduate Department 


UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Richmond 27, Virginia 
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CHANGES 

Harry A. Fifield, Westminster church, 
Lynchburg, Va., has accepted a call to the 
First church, Atlanta, Ga. 

S. Wylie Hogue, assistant pastor of the 
First church, Wilmington, N. C., will be- 
come director of the Belk Larger Parish 
in Mecklenburg Presbytery in April. The 
newly-organized work includes’ Banks, 
Rehoboth, Six-Mile Creek and Unionville 
churches. (Until a new manse is built he 
will be at RFD, Fort Mill, S 

Ben Collins, mid-term graduate at 
Columbia Seminary, has begun his work 
as pastor at Ferriday, La. 

Robert H. Clark, formerly of 
church, Dennison, Ohio, 
Martins Ferry, W. Va. 


Bethel 


is now pastor at 


Cook W. Freeman, executive 
of Athens (Ga.) 


secretary 


Presbytery, from Athens 





The Burning Heart 


Did not our heart burn within us, while 
he talked with us by the way . . .2—Read 
Luke 24:28-34. 

Lent began with ashes; it should end 
with burning hearts, a new and ardent 
faith, hope beyond eclipse, love reborn, 
and inextinguishable Why? 
Because in Easter morning’s light we 
know “No work begun shall ever pause 
for death”; because we know that for the 
brave and believing there is a divine 
Comrade on every shadowed road. 

Therefore we dare to plan nobly, love 
abundantly, and while we wait God’s 
instant men call years, meet every duty 
with quietness and confidence. Two thou- 
and years ago a dozen men with burning 
hearts set out to win and save the world. 
Their victories cost no ashes of ruin, their 
devotion blessed the vanquished with 
fullness of life. We, too, with burning 
hearts must keep what they did win. The 
challenges are sore 


loyalties. 


But Easter-Day breaks! . 
Christ rises! Mercy every 
Is infinite. ... 

Is Infinite. . . —From “Easter-Day” 
by Robert Browning. 


way 


Let Us Pray: 

O Life that seems so long ago 
And yet is ever new, 

The fellowship of love with Thee, 
Through all the years is true. 

O Master over death and time, 
Reveal Thyself, we pray, 

And as before amongst Thine own, 
Dwell Thou in us today! Amen. 

—W. Russell Bowie. 

—Galtus GLENN ATKINS in The Fellowship of 
Prayer, distributed by the National Council of 
Churches’ Dept. of Evangelism. By permission, 
the Pilgrim Press. 


to 204 Summit St., Cornelia, Ga. 
Raymond J. Ball, formerly of Craw- 

fordville, Ga., became pastor of the Wee 

Kirk church, Atlanta, Ga., April 1. Ad- 


dress: 1801 Gresham Rad., S.E. 


DEATH 
E. B. Wooten, 44, 
church, 


pastor 
Winchester, Ky., 
March 21 
months. He 


of the First 
died in Win- 
after an illness of five 
had served the Winchester 
church since 1944, with earlier pastorates 
at Bloomfield and Cynthiana, Ky. 


chester 


TO BE RETIRED 

E. D. Kerr, professor of Old Testament 
at Columbia Seminary for 38 years, is 
asking his presbytery for retirement 
status at the end of the present term. 





Commissioners 
to the 
General Assembly 





Lists of commissioners to the coming 
General Assembly (June 4) are beginning 
to appear here. Others will follow by 
synods as they are completed. 


SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 

=e aot M. McChesney, 
tol, Va bag E. Wilson, Wyndale, 
Brooke, r., (E)*—John Blakemore, 

don, A. Tr Holton, 
Erwin, Tazewell. 

Asheville—(™M)—C. 

ville; H. B. Dendy, 


Bris- 

fa 2 
Abing- 
Big Stone Gap; J. 


Grier Davis, 
Weaverville; (E)—Dr. 

*(M) 
no city 
home 


Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
follows a commissioner's name, his 
is the next one listed 


Ashe-* 


L. Nelson Bell, 
Hendersonville. 

Holston—(M)—Thomas 
ville; T. P. Bradley, Charles Moffatt, (E) 
—John Combs, Bristol, Tenn., Joe Pat- 
terson, Roy Kinnick, Kingsport. 

Knoxville—(M)—A. E. Dallas, Knoxville; 
J. Harper Brady, Willard Peak, Chatta- 
nooga; W. S. Thorington, (E)—Paul Lewis, 
Signal Mountain; R. H. Henry, Jellico; D. 
Cc. Young, Athens; Carter Paden, Lookout 
Mountain. 


Montreat; F. B. Gardner, 


Rhea, Rogers- 


SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 


East Hanover—(M)—John Bright, N. L. 
Dennis, R. W. Kirkpatrick, S. D. McCam- 
mon, Jr., E. T. Thompson, (E)—Hugh 
Parks, J. L. Blair Buck, Richmond; Dr. 
J. R. Parker, Providence Forge; R. W. 
Haw, Chester; J. H. Fitzgerald, Crewe. 

Lexington—(M)—Frank Bell Lewis, W. 
Cc. yor Staunton; H. Ruffner Low- 
man, Grottoes; Frank W. Price, Richmond; 
E. H. Flaniken nie ed gl (E)—J. H. 
Rolston, Harrisonburg; F. . Gilkeson, 
Fairfield; W.C. Shiflet, Swope; > A. Bright, 
Waynesboro; J. M. Sproul, Middlesbrook. 

Montgomery—(M)—J. W. Ewart, Rad- 
ford: Z. V. Roberson, Roanoke; R. L. Kin- 
naird, Christinnsbers:; James C. Clark, 
Covington; Graham Gilmer, Lynchburg; 
(E)—W. M. Young, A. 
Thomas, Bedford; Dr. M. S. Stinnet, Buch- 
anan; Everette Bond, Lynchburg; Ben 
Kemp, Roanoke. 

Norfolk—(M)—James H. Wade, 
WwW 3ean, Portsmouth; G. M. 
Jr., Accomac; T. T. Traynham, Zuni; 
ney M. Hill, (E)—T. C. Pilcher, A. 
Stewart, Norfolk: H. F. Harvey, Jr., 
Hampton; Ira McCloud, Lynnhaven; M. A. 
Waldrop, Naxera. 

Potomac—(M)—James S. Albertson, Be- 
thesda:; C. R. Johnson, Kenneth G. Phifer, 
(E)—David D. Squires, Alexandria; Hor- 
ace T. Wilson, Washington, D. C.; Daniel 
R. Weddle, Rockville. 

Roanoke—(M)—C. W. 
ville; J. R. Hutcheson, 
House; (E)—2J. L. Dillon, 
P. Williams, Brookneal. 

West Hanover—-(M)—J. H. Fischbach, 
Charlottesville; Ralston R. Ramsey, Madi- 
son Hts.; (E)—Col. John M. Fray, Bright- 
wood; J. A. Burke, Appomattox. 

Winchester—Not elected. 


Alton 
Apperson, 
Den- 


Reed, Martins- 
Charlotte Court 
Victoria; Dr. W 





college community. 


ment. 


FIRST IN AMERICA 


Flora Macdonald College is the first church-related college in America to 
offer the facilities of a Vocational Guidance Clinic using Modern Psychological 
Techniques with a Christian Philosophy of Vocation to people outside the 
This service is offered without charge to High School 
Juniors and Seniors in cooperation with the local churches. 


Write for appoint- 


RODGER DECKER, Director, Vocational Guidance Clinic 
Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, N. C. 








WHICH DO YOU VALUE MOST? 


Modern Comforts 
or the Christian Character of our Youth? 


Support the Church College 
Peyton N. Rhodes, President 
SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 


Write for Information 











AUSTIN COLLEGE of Sherman, Texas, is the 

pioneer Presbyterian liberal arts college of the 

Southwest, a four-year co-educational senior 

college, fully accredited. Write for literature. 
W. B. GUERRANT, President 





16 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 











rath Ae lh 





